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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: BEIRUT CLASHES CONTINUE-ALONG WITH EFFORTS TO IMPLE- 
MENT CEASEFIRE 

REF: BEIRUT 12643 (10 OCT 75 1350Z) 

1. FIGHTING CONTINUED IN BEIRUT NIGHT OF OCT 10-1 1 IN 
SEVERAL AREAS, INCLUDING SOME QUARTERS OF WEST BEIRUT 
TOUCHED ONLY INTERMITTENTLY ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS. 
PARADOXICALLY, HOWEVER, THE USUAL CENTERS OF CONFLICT 
IN CHI YAH AND AIN EL-RUM ANNEH WERE MUCH QUIETER THAN 
USUAL. (THERE IS LATE REPORT OF MOSLEM-CHRISTIAN 
RECONCILIATION THERE, WITH HIGH LEVEL LEADERS IN ATTENDANCE 
AT PUBLIC "PEACE" FESTIVITIES TODAY. WE ARE CHECKING 
FURTHER.) THE CLASHES THAT OCCURRED DURING THE NIGHT 
GENERALLY PITTED PHALANGE AGAINST MIXED MOST EM-LFFTTST 
GROUPS, MOST PROMINENT AMONG THE LATTER BEING IBRAHIM 
QUALAYLAT'S NASSERISTS. 

2. AS OF 1 100 HOURS (LOCAL) TODAY, OCT 11, FIGHTING 

HAD GENERALLY DIED DOWN. THE MAIN DANGER TODAY IN MOST 
PARTS OF TOWN IS FROM SNIPERS, BUT CLASHES ERUPTED 
FROM TIME TO TIME EARLY THIS MORNING BETWEEN ARMED 
GROUPS. THE RENEWED EFFORT BEGUN YESTERDAY TO REMOVE 
PRIVATE MILITIAMEN FROM BARRICADES AT LAST REPORT 
HAS MADE ONLY PARTIAL HEADWAY. INTERNAL SECURITY 
PERSONNEL HAVE REPLACED PHALANGE AT SOME-BUT BY NO 
MEANS ALL-ROADBLOCKS. 

3. THE SITUATION IN THE TRIPOLI-ZGHORTA AREA IS STILL 
VERY TENSE. THERE WAS FIGHTING DURING MUCH OF DAY OCT 
10. HOWEVER, INTERNAL SECURITY HQ IN BEIRUT TELLS US 
THAT A CEASEFIRE NEGOTIATED FOR 2300 HOURS (LOCAL) 

OCT 10 WAS HOLDING AS OF 0900 HOURS (LOCAL) OCT 1 1 . 

4. WITH EFFORTS PROGRESSING SLOWLY AGAINST HEAVY 
ODDS TO PUT TOGETHER THE CEASEFIRE FORMULA EMERGING 
FROM PREMIER KARAME'S DAMASCUS TRIP, POLITICAL INTER- 
EST TODAY SHIFTS TO NEXT WEEK'S ARAB LEAGUE FOREIGN 
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MINISTERS MEETING IN CAIRO, SCHEDULED FOR OCT 15 
ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND IT MAY BE MOVED UP TO OCT 13. 
CONSIDERABLY LESS INTEREST IS BEING GIVEN BY JADED 
BEIRUTIS TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT "NATIONAL DIALOGUE 
COMMITTEE" WILL RECONVENE HERE OCT 13. THE ABILITY 
OF THE "DIALOGUE" MEETING TO DISCUSS THE POLITICAL 
ISSUES FOR WHICH IT WAS FORMED DEPENDS ON SUCCESS 
ACHIEVED OVER THE WEEKEND IN STOPPING THE FIGHTING. 
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5. UNLESS DEVELOPMENTS OCCUR WARRANTING A REPORT 
TOMORROW, WE ANTICIPATE OUR NEXT SITREP FOR MONDAY, 
OCT 13. 

GODLEY 
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